
WAC AZ Winter Newsletter  

Message from the President 

NEWSLETTER:  Winter 2008  

BOARD MEMBERSBOARD MEMBERS   

President  

Ambassador Sharon Wilkinson  
 

Vice - President  

Marty Day  
 

Treasurer  

Mike Casper  
 

Secretary  

Fran Meade  

Doug Bruhnke  

 

Michael Carusone  

William G. Davey, Ph.D.  

The Honorable Wayne Ecton  

Dennis C. Giacone  

The Honorable Max Haechler  

Mohammad Yasin Khosti  

The Hon. Bernard Otremba - Blanc  

April Sessner  

Mariama Thiam - Demba  

Katherine Trudeau  

 

Ted Tyler  

Executive Director  
Susan Reiner  
 

Newsletter Editor & Webmaster  

Simone S. Lopes  

U.S. Department of State  

City of Scottsdale  
 

 

Victoria Cummiskey  

Salt River Project  

Richard Hannon  

Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Arizona  

Tedd Miller  

Phoenix School of Law  

Anthony ñBudò Rock 

VP for Global Engagement, ASU  

Michael Seiden  

Western International University  

Jose Velasco  

Maricopa Community College  

FOUNDING SPONSORSFOUNDING SPONSORS   

CORPORATE MEMBERSCORPORATE MEMBERS   

MMembers and Friends, 

WWŜΩǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 

have a successful and fulfilling 2008. Since the last newsletter, we at WACAZ 

have been focusing on our strength which is to welcome official visitors  

sponsored by the US Department of State  to the Valley of the Sun and to set up 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ  ²ŜΩǊŜ 

pressing ahead with our new programs that include School Outreach and Home 

Hospitality for International Students while Wine & World Affairs continues 

with some absolutely outstanding speakers. 

IIn February, WACAZ was represented at the World Affairs Councils of  

America (WACA) annual meeting, the National Summit for Citizen Diplomacy 

and the National Council for International Visitors (NCIV) annual meeting in 

Washington, DC. Kathy Trudeau represented us at the WACA meeting and Sue 

and I was at both the Citizen Diplomacy Summit. WACAZ was particularly well 

represented at the NCIV annual meeting where, for the first time ever, all four 

of us were on the program. Kyle Moyer was elected to the NCIV national board 

and also chaired a panel; Molly Edwards invited and introduced representative 

Jeff Flake at the Breakfast on Capital Hill; Sue Reiner was on two panels  

όǎƘŜΩǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊύ Τ ŀƴŘ L ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 

committee and chaired a panel. I was also  

included in a promotional video on citizen  

diplomacy that was produced during the  

conference. 

IIn early March members of the WACAZ board 

were immensely privileged to meet with Barbara 

Propes, president of the World Affairs Councils of 

America (WACA). Some of you may remember 

that two years ago at our Annual Meeting dinner, 

Barbara sent a video message to us in which she  

expressed her confidence that we have the  

potential to be one of the best world affairs councils in the southwest. That  

remains our goal. There are 90+ councils in the WACA network and 41 of them, 

like us, are also members of the National Council for International Visitors  

network. If you want to read more please go to www.worldaffairscouncils.org. 

Expand your world view, meet fascinating people, and benefit from stimulating  

programs as a member of the World Affairs Council of ArizonaéOne Handshake at a Time 

Sharon and Garth Fagan,  

Choreographer of Lion King,  

at NCIV Conference 

/ƻƴǘΩŘΦΦΦǇΦн 

http://www.worldaffairscouncils.org/
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AAt the 2008 NCIV National Meeting in 

Washington, D.C. this February WACAZ was well  

represented by Board President, Ambassador Sharon 

Wilkinson, former Board members Molly Edwards 

and Kyle Moyer (newly elected to the NCIV National 

Board) and myself. 

 

DDuring the conference, I served as a panelist on two 

Concurrent Sessions dealing with Volunteer  

Management.  Volunteers are the heart of the NCIV 

network and the International Visitor Leadership  

Program. Volunteers provide international visitors 

from around the world with professional enrichment, 

personal welcome, and program integrity. 

 

DDuring these sessions, ideas for volunteer recruit-

ment, retention and recognition were presented.  

Representatives from different local councils for  

international visitors. shared information about their 

best case practices and challenges, some tried-&-true 

and some new. The manual, WORKING WITH  

VOLUNTEERS, distributed to participants in the  

sessions, provided a framework and tools for engaging  

volunteers of all ages. The new insights, reference materials, 

and shared ideas and strategies were very useful. 
 

WWhile in Washington, I went on a tour of the West Wing and 

the White House.  The beauty and the history of these  

buildings are breathtaking.   

 

TThank you to Kyle Moyer and Holly Lane for arranging this 

wonderful opportunity. 

 
Sue Reiner 

WACAZ Executive 
Director 

{ World Affairs Councils of  America ~ 2008Annual Conference { 

Sharon Wilkinson     

BBarbara discussed the various programs that WACA offers. The flagship  

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜΥ DǊŜŀǘ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΤ ²ƻǊƭŘ ƛƴ ¢ǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴΤ ²ƻǊƭŘvǳŜǎǘΤ LǘΩǎ ¸ƻǳǊ ²ƻǊƭŘΤ 

ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ ōǳǊŜŀǳΣ ŀƴŘ Ǌǳƴ  

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ  

forums, to mention only a few. Barbara told us that WACA is going global with  

5 new councils to be added in the near future. Some of  WACAZ board members 

picked up immediately on the Academic WorldQuest and teacher exchange  

programs as being complementary to our existing Young Diplomats High School 

outreach project and are exploring ways to implement them in our area. Barbara 

has a home in our area and returns here whenever her hectic travel schedule  

allows it. We enthusiastically accepted her offer to continue to work with us to  

implement more WACA programs. 

FFinally, mark your calendars for China Town Hall II on April 17.  The subject this year is The China  

Issue in the 2008 Presidential and Congressional Campaigns.  Like last year there will be a webcast from 

Washington D.C. and a live presentation. We encourage you to visit our website www.wacaz.org for  

ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǘǳǊƴƻǳǘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎΦ 

I hope to see you at your future programs. 

/ƻƴǘΩŘΦΦΦ 

Sue Reiner, Sharon Wilkinson &  

Kyle Moyer 

NCIV Conference, Washington 



WWe welcomed Dr. Jasser, as our guest speaker, and 
Sid Shahid, a fellow with the AIFD, at the January 
Wine and World Affairs. Dr. Jasser is Chairman of the 
Board founding member of the 
AIFD, which was formed by a 
small group of local Phoenix 
Muslim professionals in March 
2034 as a startup think tank in 
support of the expression of  
Islam which is in synergy with 
American democracy, the US 
Constitution, and the clear  
separation of religion and state.  
(See www.aifdemocracy.org for 
additional details)  

 

{ World Affairs Councils of  America ~ 2008Annual Conference { 

TThe World Affairs Councils of America (WACA) annual  
conference has become a family tradition for my parents 
and me.  I attended my third conference in February, U.S. 
Foreign Policy and the Next Presidency.  As in keeping with 
Ǉŀǎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿŀǎ ǘƛƳŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΦ  
The extra bonus for me this year, in addition to being with 
my parents, was having beautiful weather in 
February in Washington. 
 

IIǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ  
interested in global affairs, network with 
other councils, and learn from subject area 
experts.  Benefits of attending the  
conference included interacting with the 
other attendees and special guests during 
meals or breaks and attending events at the 
World Bank, the Ronald Reagan International Trade Center, 
and the National Press Club.   
 

WWACA brought in speakers with current political, social,  
religious, military, and economic perspectives on our  
foreign policy.  Plenary and discussion sessions covered  
controversial topics including:  National and International 
Public Opinion of the US; Advice to the Next President,  

Immigration, the Role of World Bank, the Future of  
5ƛǇƭƻƳŀŎȅΣ LǊŀǉ ŀƴŘ .ŜȅƻƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŀΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ 
and the 1st млл 5ŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜȄǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
Policy agenda just to name a few.  Attendees ask  
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎΩ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭŜŘ 
to a lively exchange of thoughts. 

 

AA conference highlight for me was the 
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ  
Congressman Lee Hamilton, in person, 
and Secretary James Baker, by video 
from Grand Rapids, MI WAC dinner. 
 

I returned to Phoenix hopeful for the 
US opportunities to better position 
our reputation in the world, better 

informed about our foreign policy strengths and  
challenges, and ready to attend the 2009 conference.  
I encourage all WACAZ members to attend this  
engaging event.   Additional details are available on 
the WACA website.  - www.worldaffairscouncils.org.  

 

Kathy Trudeau 
WACAZ Board Member 
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Dr. Jasser 

{ Wine and World  Affairs ~ Dr. M Zuhdi Jasser 

   American Islamic Forum for Democracy { 

DDr. Jasser is in the private practice of internal medicine 

and nuclear cardiology in Phoenix.   
 

DDr. Jasser spoke to an enthusiastic  
audience about the scope of AIFD, as well 
as the role of moderate Islam, with a  
perspective on the current environment in 
the Middle East.  He has a unique ability to 
focus logical and meaningful discussion on 
complex issues.  His personal experience, 
historic and theological knowledge, and 
message of moderation made for an  
informative and engaging evening. 

 

Kathy Trudeau 
WACAZ Board Member 

Dr. Zuhdi Jasser and WACAZ Members 

WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ²ƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ²ƻǊƭŘ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ 

http://www.aifdemocracy.org/
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Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of State 
Alina Romanowski 
(left) meets with 

Sharon Wilkinson 
at the  

U.S. Department of 
State, on  

February 14, 2008.  

{ǳŜΩǎ ǇŀƴŜƭ 

discussion 

at the NCIV 

conference 

Kathy Trudeau 

and her parents 

at the WACAZ 

conference 

Barbara Propes, WACA President, with Mariama and Tedd,  

WACAZ board members. 

Ms. Abadan  

Haitova &  

Ms. Oguljeren 

Potchiyeva  from 

Turkemenistan 

with Sue Reiner 

τ In Phoenix to 

study  

Grassroots  

Democracy 


