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Message from the President

Dear Members and Friends,
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to look forward to what your WACAZ Board ¢
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hope that you are enjoying your summer, tha
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yet to be realized!
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keynote speech delivered to the 2007 NCIV Ann
Meeting by Keith Reinhart, President of Business f
Diplomatic Action. Keith spoke about the role tha
businesses that operate globally can play in
reversing negative perceptions about America and

influencing in a positive way American foreign relations. We wanted to bring that
message to Arizona businesses that operate globally in a way that we hoped wou
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President of the NCIV, and Lee Knowlton, President, International, of Kahala Corp., v
be the featured panelists at our September™A&nnual Dinner. Sherry and Lee will
discuss how all of us can be citizen diplomats and how business people operati
overseas as citizen diplomats can positively impact their bottom line and influenc
American foreign policy at the same time. | hope you will all join us.

One of our own very prominent businesswomen, Ambassador Barbara Barrett, he
already arrived in Finland to begin her service as United States Ambassador thel
Congratulations, Ambassador Barrett, for achieving another milestone in you
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your ongoing membership.

As you know, hosting foreign official visitors who are selected by the US Department
State as part of the International Visitor Leadership Program is our principal activity ar
that which makes WACAZ unique in the Valley. So, when the State Department decid
not to send any visitors our way last Januksbruary during the Super Bowl and the FBR
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much to offer our foreign visitors not to bounce right back. While we had a 37% declin
in visitors in Jan/Feb 2008 compared with Jan/Feb 2007, our-tgedate visitor
numbers¢ June 208 vs. June 20Qare up 49%, and we project a 70% full year increase
of official visitors over last year.
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WACAZ is a member of the two preeminent citizen diplomacy advocacy organizations, the National Council
International Visitors (NCIV) and the World Affairs Councils of America (WACA). | am proud to say that we are 1
represented at the national level in both organizations, as Kyle Moyers was elected to the NCIV national board eat
this year and | was elected to the WACA board in May. Kyle and | are now in positions to advocate for WACAZ a
highest levels and share the best of what we and the Valley can offer to a broader constituency.

Finally, 1 remind you that you of the unique privileges of WACAZ membership is the opportunity to provide Hon
Hospitality for our foreign visitors. Please tell Sue Reiner that you want to host visitors in your home to practice citiz
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Sincerely yours,

Ambassador Sharon Wilkinson
President
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e/ ~ 2008 Board Meeting

Greeting to the
Members of the World Affairs Council of Arizona to increase our funding through the U.S. Department
of State and the U.S. Congress, and improvements in
As Ambassador Sharon Wilkinson mentioned in her communication between the federal government, NCIV, and
newsletter article, | am grateful and honored to be the local Centers for Interna-
representing Arizona on the Board of Directors of tional Visitors (CIVS).
the National Council for International Visitors
(NCIV). As a Board Member, our responsibilities Additionally, | was appointed
include overseeing the relationship between the to the Advocacy Committee
U.S. Department of State and the network, having which maintains an ongoing
fiduciary responsibility for NCIV including approval dialogue with key executive
of the annual NCIV budget, evaluating the branch officials, Strengthens
executive, and providing policy guidance to the Capitol Hill connections dur-
NCIV national office. The board meets three times
each year, twice in Washington, DC and once in a
different locale around the country. Meeting at
various locations allows the board to have site visits
and interact with the Councils for International
Visitors on a more direct level.

ing each Board Meeting held

. . PHOTO: (R) Kyle Moyer, WAKZ

In WaShmgto_n’ D.C., _and . (Board Member elected 2008) &
sends delegations to Capitol Hilthris Ajemian, WAC of Seattle (Board
at critical times. In essence, theMember elected 2007) in San Francisco,
Advocacy Committee is the "

lobbying arm of NCIV. The goal of the committee is to
involve and educate members of Congress and their staff in

h . .
Lly 9" officially marked my appointment to the programs that are vital to our national mission

Board at the Summer Board Meeting held over

three days in San Francisco. The summer meeting | 4, |50king forward to rolling up my sleeves and getting to
not iny served as an or'lentatlon for me, k_)Ut also work on this new challenge. The Board will next meet on
provided the group with the opportunity to November &' in Washington, D.C. where we will continue

par'tl'mpate in a Strategic Planning Session our efforts to improve and promote citizen diplomacy at all
facilitated by Dale Tomrdle of the NorthStone levels

Group. During the session, the Board developed a

one, three, and fivgiear plan for our continued Best regards,
growth and development. We discussed ways Kyle Moyer
in which to increase the overall number of

International Visitors in the program, opportunities
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What: When:

A special evening for our members to actively engage Tuesday evenings once a month (subject to change)
with speakers on current global issues, leading edge 5:30-7:30pm

educators, diverse successful business people, trave

ideas for exciting International trips, as well as any topic Check our monthly online newsletter for details
of interest to our membership enhancing citizen diplo- on upcoming Wine and World Affairs evenings beginning
macy. in September.

Who:

_ LGQa Fdzys Ffglea A
Members and their guests

good way to connect with other
WAC AZ members.

Where:

Chaparral Suites Conference

Center | Please email Kathy Trudeau with

your topic or speaker suggestions,
azkat2@qgwest.net

Kathy Trudeau
WACAZ Board Member

{ NCIV Western Regional Conference

In June, Sue and | attended the NCIV 2008 Western Regional Meeting in Reno, Nevada. Much smaller tt
the Annual Meeting we attend in Washington, DC each February, this meeting allowed us to hit all the
workshops we found most interesting as well as do some serious networking with other councils in our
region.

Brad Minnick, the Director of the Department of State Office of International Visitors, also attended and it
was fun to chat with him in less formal circumstances, on the banks of Lake Tahoe where a local famil
offered us home hospitality.

Sue did her usual sterling job as leader of the brealk session in Volunteer Recruitment, Retention and
Recognition, and | had the honor of presenting the NCIV Gold Star to the plenary luncheon speake
Dr. Emma Sepulveda, Foundation Professor of Foreign Languages and Literatures, at the University
Nevada, Reno.

| attended workshops on board development,
outreach to business, andMOTE and | have &
already put what | learned in each session i |
work!

Ambassador Sharon Wilkinson
President
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Wi f the forei fai , _— Ivi Turkish visitors at Rhodes Jr. HS World Studies Academy with
inners of the foreign & .alrslqwz fcontest P Principal Matt Devlin & WACAZ member & teacher,
Western Regional Conference \ / Jeannine Kuropatkin

Dr. Adbdelmajid Jalled of Tunisia enjoying home
Russian group studying American Studies & English in hospitality offered by WACAZ member Kim Kubsch &
front Peace Monument at Scottsdale College with her husband, Gary Farell
John Liffiton, WACAZ Member & ESL Program
Coordinator for SCC

Palestinian student leaders visiting the Heard China Town Hall Il with Ambassador Wilkinson ,
Museum as part of their exploration of cultural Sue Reiner, Mike Casper and

preservation and governance issues Guest Speaker Sheila Melvin



