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DDear Members and Friends, 

 

OOǳǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǘƻǘŀƭ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜέ ǿŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŜŜ ƛǎ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
and diligent work of Sue Reiner, our Executive Director. Sue is celebrating her 20th year 
with World Affairs Council of AZ. Sue is the face of our organization. It is not only her 
profession, but also her passion Her knowledge, poise and professionalism, have earned 
Sue national respect and recognition fot only from her peers across the country, but also 
from the program coordinators and politicians in Washington DC. It is our honor and privilege that  
Sue continues to enjoy her position with The World Affairs Council of AZ! We Celebrate Sue with a Special  
Reception, Wednesday, March 24th at Chaparral Suites. 
 

OOǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΣ ǘƻ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ¦Φ{Φ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ άƻƴŜ ƘŀƴŘǎƘŀƪŜ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜέΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ 
year we are expanding that challenge to include participation in a program called WorldQuest, through  World 
Affairs Councils of America. Immediate Past President, Ambassador Sharon Wilkinson will be chairing this  
program for us at the local level. Sharon also is a board member of  World Affairs Councils  of America. 
  

WWorld Affairs Council of AZ has always believed in enhancing U.S. Foreign Relations with citizen diplomacy at 

the grass roots level. We now enter a new era of defining citizen diplomacy to our American citizens, children 
and adults, in terms of education in foreign relations, cultures and global relations.  We believe that education 
has always been a vital part of the equation and is even more important in such a global society. 
  

TTo quote from the national web site:  

Academic WorldQuest is a Flagship Program of the World Affairs Council system. The game was invented by 
the Charlotte Council and is now widely played at the adult and high school levels around the country. It is a 
team game testing competitors' knowledge of international affairs, geography, history, and culture. The World 
Affairs Councils of America started the national competition in Washington, DC in March 2003. Participants 
come from high schools that work with the World Affairs Council network. It is unique to the World Affairs 
Council system and has no direct competitor among K-12 knowledge-based competitions in the US or abroad. 
With funding for school programs other than "basics" falling away, the opportunities for high school students 
to learn geography, world history, and world affairs have dwindled to almost nothing in American high schools 
while globalization and interdependence continues to knit the world more closely together each passing day 
and year.  
 

WWe also plan to be as exclusive and unique as possible in our selection of World Affairs Forum speakers 

throughout the year. We wish to focus on more notable speakers and opportune topics for our membership. 
We welcome any suggestions you may have. 
 

AAs always, if you have any comments, questions, or ideas, please contact any of the  

Executive Board Members:  
  
Vice president ς Doug Bruhnke Secretary ς John Liffiton Treasurer ς Mike Casper 
Past president ς Ambassador Sharon Wilkinson Executive Director ς Sue Reiner 

SSincerely, 

 Marty Day 
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Ode to Sue Reiner for 20 years of  dedicated service! 

II first met Sue Reiner in the winter of 1995.  I was a recent college 

graduate making my own way in the world, full of enthusiasm and  

idealism .  I had high hopes of working in politics, public policy and  

international relations, and I was volunteering on a handful of local 

campaigns to break into the business.   
 

SSue and I crossed paths in a local state Senate campaign.  Apparently, 

she must have been impressed by 

my stellar telephone capability as  

I was making get-out-the-vote  

telephone calls when we met.  She 

ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ άǎŎƻƻǇŜŘ ƳŜ ǳǇέ ŀƴŘ 

opened the door to an internship 

with the Council.  Soon after, I was 

managing many of the professional 

programs for our international  

visitors.    
 

UUƴŘŜǊ {ǳŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŜŀŎƘ ƴŜǿ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

opened a new door for me.   

I remember introducing IVs to our 

congressional representatives, the 

DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ  

legislators, all of the City Council 

members, and any other relevant 

public figure that had an interest in 

our visitors and our program.  Sue 

gave me the freedom and  

empowerment to pursue my own 

personal interests within the  

program while at the same time elevating the scale and scope of our 

ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ  {ǳŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ L ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

about our IVs ς it was equally about creating an experience, a  

connection and a memory for the local participants on the ground here 

in Arizona; I was also constantly reminded that it was also an  

opportunity for my own self actualization and personal growth.   
 

II learned a great deal from Sue in those early days ς discipline,  

confidence, tenacity, hard work.  But most importantly, I learned to 

love every minute of what I was doing while working diligently to move 

my career forward.  Sue has an amazing capacity to make the most 

mundane task enjoyable, and the enjoyable tasks absolutely amazing.  

Sue is always looking for smile, a hug, a cheer, or an opportunity to 

ǇǊŀƛǎŜ ƻǊ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΦ  IŜǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎŜƭŦ  

motivated, rather it is consistently 

about putting others before herself.  

There are countless memories I could 

share about my friendship with Sue, 

but rather than memories of the big 

receptions and elaborate celebrations 

(and there were many of those), I 

most remember the simple and  

frequent gatherings 

we would have near 

the lake in Chaparral 

Park; they were  

off-the-cuff, pot-luck type events with a cooler of 

beer and soda, hamburgers and hotdogs on the 

grill, a volley ball net and Frisbee, our core group 

of volunteers, family, kids and friends, of course a 

few international visitors would be included, and 

always a politician or two thrown in for good 

measure.   
 

TThose moments of interaction, socializing in the 

most basic of environments, building new  

relationships, and fostering friendships with  

visitors from around the world are the real story 

of the World Affairs Council.   
 

WWho better to tell that story than Sue Reiner?  

Her love of the program, her success in building 

the organization to what it is today, and her  

ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ άƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜέ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǘƘŜ  

characteristics that have sustained us all these 

years.   
 

SSƻΣ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ {ǳŜΩǎ нлth Anniversary with the Council, not only do I 

want to congratulate her, but more important to me, I want to 

thank her.  Thank you, Sue, for teaching me so much, for caring 

enough to give your time, your knowledge, and for placing your 

confidence and trust in me in those early years and throughout 

my time with the Council.  
 

AAnd thank you, Sue, for doing it all with a smile and a cheer!   

 

BY Kyle Moyer        

 



OOn March 24 we had the pleasure of celebrating Sue's years of dedication to the World Affairs 

Council of Arizona with a reception at Chaparral Suites. It was truly a representative gathering of 
her colleagues and admirers with a guest list that spanned those years from some of the earliest 
members to those who have more recently benefited from her presence.  
  

FFood and drink are great contributors to fellowship, but in this case they were simply an  

addition to what was a wonderful opportunity to meet and exchange stories of our Sue-related 
experiences with other members, some of whom had never met before.  Sue's daughter Tora 
and her family added a bonus to the evening with two flat screen TVs that ran a continuous loop 
of photographs from the years that she has been the inspiration not only to us, but to the  
thousands of international visitors for whom she has provided a special Arizona experience to 
enhance their introduction to America. 
  

PPresident Marty Day welcomed the gathering and introduced the committee who arranged the 

evening.  She then thanked Tom Silverman and Chaparral Suites who presented Sue with a celebratory cake--a delicious strawberry and 
whipped cream confection--and  the hotel wait staff who gave her a beautiful bouquet of flowers.  These two gifts represent the  
relationship that she has established with the hotel and its employees; their respect, friendship and genuine affection for someone who 
always has a kind word or a joke to share as well as appreciation for their efforts.  It pretty much sums up Sue's ability to work with people 
and make them enjoy it! 
  

KKyle Moyer initiated a round of personal reminiscences with an account of his internship with Sue and he passed the microphone around 

the room as one after another offered memories of the last twenty years. 
  

TThe high point of the evening was Sue's response to the celebration with her usual grace and humor and the presentation of a framed invi-

tation as a memento and a crystal globe award for her years of service to the organization.  These are tangible gifts in her honor, but all of 
us recognize her intangible gifts to us, gifts which honor the giver in the best possible way.  We thank Sue Reiner for being herself, for her 
generosity of spirit and her dedication to the mission of WACAZ.  We'll all be there to celebrate the next twenty years!  

By Fran Meade 
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Celebrating Sueõs 20 Years with WAC AZ Ode to Sue Reiner for 20 years of  dedicated service! 
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}}hree years ago, WACAZ brought China Town Hall: Local  
Connections, National Reflections to the Valley of the 
Sun, and Sidney Rittenberg was the featured speaker. 
Witty, poignant, politically astute and simply astonishing 
in his first-hand knowledge of the subject,  
Mr. Rittenberg reprised his appearance on December 8, 
2009, to the delight of the +100 member audience  
gathered in the Turquoise Room at Scottsdale  
Community College.  

 

CChina Town Hall is a national day of China-related  
programming, sponsored by the National Committee on 
U.S.-China Relations. The Committee was established in 
1966 to promote informed public dialogue on U.S.-
China relations and increased understanding between 

the United States 
and China in the  
belief that sound 
and productive 
S ino-Ame r i c a n 
relations serve 
vital American and 
world interests.  
 
 

TThe program opened with a real time webcast featuring 
Kurt Campbell, Assistant Secretary of State for East 
Asian and Pacific Affairs who set the stage for the eve-
ƴƛƴƎΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅ ƭŀȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΦ 
He stated that the United States is a resident power and 
player in Asia, and characterized the US/China bilateral 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƳƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нмst 
ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ŘŜŜǇ  
cooperation, as well as misunderstanding, uncertainty 
and competition in the US relationship with China and a 
nuanced approach to managing that relationship is  
necessary. On the issues of human rights and  
democracy, Campbell said that our own conduct is that 
which sets the context for that conversation. 

 

}}r. Rittenberg spoke next. He noted that the rise of China 
does not mean the decline of the United States. Rather, he 
opined that not one global problem can be tackled without 
US/China collaboration. Characterizing the new China as 
ōƻǘƘ άǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭέ ŀƴŘ άǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜέΣ wƛǘǘŜƴōŜǊƎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǳǎ 
that very US president since Nixon has moved China policy 
forward and that today, there are more than 20 standing 
meetings with Chinese officials to discuss a range of issues; 
Secretaries Clinton and Gates meet regularly with their  
counterparts.  
 
 

RRegarding Arizona engagement with China, Rittenberg  
highlighted real estate and real estate development, cultural 
exchanges and strategic partnerships with Chinese  
conglomerates as areas ofmutual interest. He noted that rich 
Chinese companies are open to opportunities to set up  
operations here.        

 

Ambassador Sharon Wilkinson 

Sidney Rittenberg at China Town Hall 
       December 8, 2009 


